
Meeting Minutes - Community Climate Advisory Committee
[March 30, 2021]

The Community Climate Advisory Committee met virtually. Present: [Dennis Rigby, Jean Wiedenheft, John

Zakrasek, Kelzye Bedwell, Kristine Sorensen, Laura Barr, Mark Weldon, Megan Crawford, Mugisha

Bwenge, Rachel Maker, Carter Oswood, Ana McClain, Jason Snell] all via Zoom video call. Also present

[Eric Holthaus and Sylvia Brueckert of the city, Katie Coyne, Ucha Abbah, Zakcq Lockrem, and Gwen

Jenkins of Asakura Robinson, Abby Finis of Great Plains Institute]. Staff liaison Eric Holthaus announced

that the meeting was held as an electronic regular City Council meeting because a meeting in person was

impossible or impractical due to concerns for the health and safety of Community Climate Advisory

Committee members, staff and the public presented by COVID-19.

Minutes
_____________________________________________________________

AGENDA

Welcome and Introductions. Staff Liaison, Eric Holthaus, started the meeting with a round of
introductions and an overview of the meeting agenda. Katie Coyne of Asakura Robinson
covered the ground rules.

Resilience Existing Conditions. Katie Coyne presented on how the Cedar Rapids Climate
Resolution related to resilience and highlighted overall takeaways from the resilience
assessment and community climate action survey:

● Resilience Assessment Overall Takeaways
○ Older buildings, lower income communities, and people of color are most at risk

of flooding, particularly in the dense downtown area.
○ Urban heat is highest along bus routes and downtown where impervious cover is

highest and buildings are older. This is also where there is a higher prevalence of
asthma.

○ Greater transit connections for seniors exist in lower income census tracts, but
fewer connections for seniors exist in higher income census tracts.

○ Cedar Rapids is expanding around the edges and in the south, part of the growth
around the edges includes potentially higher income immigrant populations.



○ There is an over 100% increase of immigrants into flood prone areas where heat
waves are likely to be exacerbated due to the urban heat island effect.

○ Newer residential developments in the south have lower pedestrian access to
park spaces.

○ Green jobs (e.g., energy efficiency, solar installers, resilience) exist in Cedar
Rapids and there is room for growth.

○ Multimodal transportation use is low, but expanded multimodal options are
desired.

● Community Climate Action Survey Takeaways:
○ Of the three climate change scenarios, Cedar Rapids residents indicated that

three days hotter than 100 degrees outside would have the greatest impact on
their lives.

○ Residents who indicated they "often" struggled to afford their home were more
likely to rate all three of these events as having a "big impact" on their lives.

Ucha Abbah of Asakura Robinson presented the existing conditions assessment, covering air
quality and health, residential park access, impervious cover, water quality, flash flooding, and
heat.
Gwen Jenkins of Asakura Robinson presented on pre-existing conditions in land use, age of
building, major flooding, flood risk, employment and green jobs, and housing and transportation
cost burdens. Committee members were asked “What are we missing?” and responded via live
poll.

Vulnerability Assessment. Katie Coyne explained the CDC Social Vulnerability Index, which
will serve as the basis for the Cedar Rapids vulnerability assessment. The Cedar Rapids’
vulnerability assessment includes data on health and environmental exposure. Katie explained
the methodology and process through which the assessment is mapped. A live poll was used to
separately rank which socioeconomic vulnerability, community health, and environmental risk
variables are most important to Cedar Rapids, which will give higher weights to those variables
in the index. Committee members were then asked which index and/or indices are most
important in prioritizing vulnerability.

Engagement. Zakcq Lockrem of Asakra Robinson gave an overview of the engagement
timeline and plan. There will be focus groups with neighborhoods, small businesses, anchor
institutions and non-profits, large businesses, industrial stakeholders, and the general public.
Results from the Power Mapping exercise from a previous committee meeting are highlighted
and the committee is asked for feedback and thoughts that should be included as the team
moves forward with engagement.

Closing. Abby Finis closed out the meeting. The next CCAC meeting will be focused on GHG
reduction strategies and is scheduled for April 13th, 3-5 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM.


